BABIES AND TOTS

Program Observation
and Improvement

VIRGINIA
INFANT & TODDLER SPECIALIST
. NETWOREK

“Achieving Excellence in Early Care”
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Learning Objectives

A Explain why quality matters and identify

Key Indicators of quality for infant and toddler
orograms

A Describe how quality can be measured using
the Infant Toddler Environment Rating Scale
(ITERSR) and Toddler Classroom
Assessment Scoring System (CLASS)

A Discuss how programs can improve quality

A Identify options for participating in a quality
Improvement process
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Why Does Quality Matter?

A Early childhood experiences set the stage for
all future learning

A High quality care means children are engaged
In meaningful learning and play, guided by
qgualified caregivers

A Children with access to high quality
early care programs are more likely
to acquire skills needed to enter
school ready to adapt to new
learning and social environments
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Indicators of Quality

Structural Quality

(commonly regulated
by states)

A Staff-child ratio

A Group size

A Teacher education
A Price of care

A Staff wages

Process Quality
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What is a Quality
Improvement Process?

A A process to measure and improve the
level of quality in early care and
education settings that families consider
for their children

A In Virginia, quality rating and
Improvement processes are
voluntary for programs
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THE ITERS-R

The Infant and Toddler Environment
Rating Scale -Revised

Infants: Birth - 11 months
Young Toddlers: 12 - 23 months
Older Toddlers: 24 - 30 months
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The Scale 1s Divided into
Subscales

A Space and Furnishings
A Personal Care Routines

A Listening & Talking
A Activities

A Interactions

A Program Structure
A Parents & Staff
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Scoring on The Scale

Each subscale has items and indicators
that are assessed.

The score ranges:
11 Inadequate
31 Minimal

51 Gooc
7/ - Excellent
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Subscale: Space & Furnishings

A Indoor Space
A Furniture for Routine Care

Provisions for Relaxation & Comfort
Room Arrangement

o o I

Display
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Subscale: Personal Care Routines

A Greeting & Departing
A Meals/Snacks

A Nap

A Diapering/Toileting
A Health Practices

A Safety Practices
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Subscale: Listening & Talking

A Helping Children Understand
_anguage

A Helping Children Use Language
A Using Books




